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BIOGRAPHY
Deirdre L. Wade, KC, is a partner in the Saint John office of Cox & Palmer. She was called to the New Brunswick Bar
in 1988 after completing her education at the University of New Brunswick. Deirdre was appointed the designation
of Queen’s Counsel (now King’s Counsel) in 2005 and joined Cox & Palmer after many years as a partner with the
former firm Barry Spalding.

Deirdre enjoys a diverse litigation practice with an emphasis on advising insurers, particularly specialized risk
insurers, and insureds, on insurance coverage and duty to defend issues in all areas of insurance including
commercial general liability, automobile, property, environmental, cyber liability, professional liability, hospital
liability, and directors and officer’s liability.

Deirdre is married and has one son. In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, entertaining, book clubs, fashion blogs
and travel.

EXPERIENCE
• Advising clients with respect to privacy and access law issues including compliance with federal and provincial

privacy and access legislation.
• Experience in the management of the defence of large litigation cases. Deirdre has successfully managed a

products liability case involving in excess of 100 claimants, a construction law claim involving significant
documentary discovery and disclosure issues and a number of highly technical property loss claims having
indemnity values in excess of $100 million.

• Advising professionals on insurance requirements and policy coverage including advice on long-term disability
insurance and business and practice interruption policies.

• Retained by a variety of professionals on disciplinary issues. While assisting as co-counsel in a Constitutional
Challenge to New Brunswick’s Physician Resource Management Plan, Deirdre developed considerable knowledge
with respect to issues pertaining to physician resource planning and management. Deirdre has worked with two
professional regulatory bodies in regards to labour mobility issues and compliance with the Federal/Provincial
Agreement on Internal Trade and has completed a number of mandates pertaining to privacy issues and
compliance with privacy and access to information legislation for health care professionals.

• Considerable experience in the field of workers’ compensation including representing the Workplace Health,
Safety and Compensation Commission before the New Brunswick Court of Appeal and acting as co-counsel for
the Commission in a precedent setting bad faith/negligence trial before the Court of Queen’s Bench of New
Brunswick (Goodwin v. Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission, 2015 NBQB 32).
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• Administrative law experience includes advising professional regulatory bodies on administrative, discipline and
registration issues as well as the drafting of legislation.

• Advises clients with respect to corporate and commercial matters including private equity financings and
corporate governance issues.

• Represents clients before the Provincial Court of New Brunswick, the Court of Queen’s Bench of New Brunswick
and the Court of Appeal of New Brunswick.  Deirdre has prepared and responded to a number of Applications for
Leave to Appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada.  Additionally, she has appeared before the Supreme Court of
Newfoundland and Labrador, the Court of Appeal of Newfoundland and Labrador, the Supreme Court of Prince
Edward Island and the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia.

• Represents clients at mediations and arbitrations.
• Adjudicative experience as the Chair of the 2020 – 2024 Judicial Remuneration Commission for New Brunswick’s

Provincial Court Judges.

• 2022 Law Firm of the Year for Insurance Law by The Best Lawyers™ in Canada.
• Recipient - Franklin O. Leger, Q.C. Award for Distinguished Service presented by the Law Society of New

Brunswick (2017) 
• Recipient - Distinguished Service Award, Canadian Bar Association New Brunswick (2011) 
• Recognized in the publication The Best Lawyers in Canada since 2012 for her practice in the area of Insurance Law.

This publication has also recognized her for Administrative and Public Law. 

• English

• Canadian Bar Association
• Law Society of New Brunswick
• Saint John Law Society


